
New Shoreham Recreation Board 

Tuesday, October 18, 2011 

Town Hall Meeting Room, Old Town Road 

8:15 a.m. 

 

Present:  Chair John Cullen, Members Tim Clark, Sarah Cook, Gail Heinz and Alternate 
Christopher Willi.  Absent:  Ann Hall and Alternate Kristin Baumann.  Also present were 
Recreation Director Robert Closter and Deputy Town Clerk Millie McGinnes for the 
recording of minutes.   
 
Chair John Cullen called the meeting to order at 8:18 a.m. 
 
Public Comment 

There was no public comment. 
 

Approve Minutes for September 20, 2011  

A motion was made by Mr. Clark and seconded by Ms. Cook to approve the minutes of 
September 20, 2011.  The motion carried with all in favor.  
 5 Ayes (Cullen, Clark, Willi, Heinz, Cook)      Nays 0 2 Absent (Hall, Baumann) 
 
Correspondence 

There was no correspondence. 
 
Old Business 

(a) Heinz Field 

Director Closter reported that the Town Manager has included Heinz Field in the mowing 
contract through the end of this season.  She will be working on a maintenance plan for 
the future.  It was noted that the lack of Heinz Field maintenance plan is still a problem.  
Mr. Closter and Mr. Cullen will draft a letter to the Town Council, for review at the next 
meeting, describing the situation and asking that they fund a maintenance plan going 
forward. 
 
Mr. Closter reported that the water well is still a work in progress. 
 
(b) Fred Benson Town Beach 
Mr. Closter presented a draft layout of the proposed Town Beach floor plan.  He noted 
that the new design primarily uses the existing footprint, though the interior has more 
useable space. 
 
(c) Skating Rink 

Mr. Cullen reported that he and Kevin Connor took elevations of the school field and 
found the pitch too intense to use for the skating rink.  He noted that two potential rink 
areas include Heinz Field and the tennis court at Ball O’Brien Park.  Mr. Closter 
expressed concerns with the Heinz Field location: 1) Breaking the rink down fell on his 
shoulders last year, as it needs to be broken down promptly when the weather changes; 
and 2) Compaction of the earth under the rink.  Ms. Cook suggested asking private 
property owners to allow it on their property if they have a suitable location.  Mr. Willi 
stated that Heinz Field should be looked at first.  Mr. Closter, Mr. Willi and Mr. Cullen 
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will explore a suitable spot at Heinz Field.   
 
New Business 

(a) RI DEM Development Grant 

Mr. Closter stated that the DEM was offering two matching grants; one for $200,000 and 
the other for $75,000.  He noted that the funding match needs to be lined up before the 
application can be submitted.  He explained that he was hoping for the $200,000 grant for 
the Beach House.  He has approached the Champlin Foundation regarding the match.  He 
wants to use the $75,000 grant toward the bathrooms at Ball O’Brien Park, with the 
match coming from: $30,000 currently escrowed for the project; $15,000 in-kind 
donations; and $30,000 from the Lion’s Club.   
 

Other Business 

There was no other business to attend to. 
 
With no further business to discuss, Ms. Heinz made a motion to adjourn at 9:09 a.m. The 
motion was seconded by Ms. Cook and passed unanimously. 
 
 
Millie McGinnes 
Deputy Town Clerk  
 
Minutes approved: November 15, 2011 


